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Hommage to Professor Taketoshi Ono
Alain Berthoz
Honorary Professor at the Collége de France
Member of French Academy of Sciences
American Academy of Arts and Sciences
Belgium Royal Academy of Medicine and
Sciences. Bulgarian Academy of Medicine

I want to express my great sorrow when I
heard that Professor Taketoshi Ono passed
away. I met him many years ago when he organ-
ised, with Edmund Rolls from Oxford, a Human
Frontier Science project on Temporal Lobe
Mechanisms of Recognition and Memory (from
1988 to 1990) and gave me the privilege of par-
ticipating in this project and learning from his
deep knowledge. Since then we had many
encounters in his laboratory in Toyama, and
even in Thailand at a world Neuroscience Con-
gress. I still have the chance to cooperate with Pr
Hisao Nishijo and his team.

Over all these years I have admired the
extraordinary pioneering scientific ideas of Pro-
fessor Ono and his capacity to build completely
innovating experimental paradigms to solve each
question and support his hypothesis. I consider
that his contribution, which is so varied, is crucial
for our understanding of the brain and is at the
highest level of international studies. I have also
admired his development of new technologies for
the study of the human brain and his effort to
build brain imaging methods. For Professor
Taketoshi Ono each specific detailed experimen-
tal question had, in fact, a general impact on
global brain function, and beyond, was meaning-
ful for the humanistic idea he had of how man-
kind may benefit even from an apparently

limited new piece of knowledge.
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I also have been a witness to his very powerful
teaching towards young students of the hard
ways to do science properly and transmit his
passion of well defined questions and well done,
patient, work.

His excellency in science was accompanied by
warm and precious human qualities. He was
enthusiastic and had a deep belief in the impor-
tance of knowledge but also was always ready to
welcome, share joy in success and help to fight
distress when things were difficult. We lost him
a great scientist, a wonderful man and a gener-
ous, joyful, and faithful friend. His memory will
stay with us.

I want to express to his family my shared deep
feeling of sadness.

Tony Anthony Phillips

CM, PhD, FRSC, FCAHS Professor

Djavad Mowafaghian Centre for Brain Health
UBC

I have just received the sad news that my
dearest friend and your beloved father Taketoshi
has passed away.

Margo and I always enjoyed our social interac-
tions with him most recently in your company,
and we take comfort from these lasting memo-
ries of him in good health and stimulating mind.

I especially enjoyed my many shared intellec-
tual and scientific exchanges that spanned over
nearly 4 decades.

Our friendship became even closer when he
invited me to a small meeting of neuroscientists
at Ripken organized by himself and Gen Matsu-
moto at the turn of the century. It was a very
stimulating event focused largely on the neural
basis of learning and memory to which Taketoshi
made so many major contributions throughout
his long and distinguished career.

Taketoshi will always hold unique place in my

memory of special friends who made a lasting
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impression on my life.

Please extend our condolences to your dear
mother Reiko who thankfully remains a dear
friend. As I mentioned in a pervious email, the
two Japanese warrior dolls she kindly gave me
still have a prominent place in my UBC office and
I think of her and Taketoshi often when I see
them.

Take care during this time of significant

change. Fond regards,



