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Professor E. Weibel,
President, IUPS
L.G.N., Battiment CERVI
Hopital de la Pitie-Salpetriere,
83 Boulevard de I'Hopital
F-75013 Paris
France
February 1, 2001

Dear President Weibel,

The Physiological Society of Japan (PSJ) ex-
tends its cordial invitation to host the IUPS Con-
gress in the year of 2009 in Japan. In 1965, Japan
hosted the XXIII IUPS Congress in Tokyo. In the 36
years after the Tokyo Congress, The Physiological
Society of Japan has grown in membership and ac-
tivities. Now, we have approximately 3,500 mem-
bers and the Annual Meeting has nearly 1,800 par-
ticipants. We will continue our efforts to further
strengthen our scientific activities in the coming 8
years, and PSJ has started a renovation plan to
achieve this goal. This plan includes recruitment of
new members, encouragement of young investiga-
tors and collaboration with scientists of other fields
related to the physiological sciences. When this
goal is achieved, PSJ will have over 2,500 active
participants attending the Annual Meeting.
MEETING VENUE AND SCHEDULE

We propose Kyoto International Conference Hall
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as the meeting venue. This is a facility suitable for
holding an International Congress with 3,000 to
5,000 participants. It is a state-of-the-art meeting
and exhibition complex located right on the
doorstep of Japan's ancient capital, Kyoto. The city
of Kyoto is easily accessible from overseas by Kan-
sai International Airport.

The proposed schedule for the Congress will be
from Monday, July 27 to Saturday, August 1, 2009.
SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM

Physiology is the science which studies functions
and mechanisms of living organisms, integrates
these elements and their contribution to homeosta-
sis, and thus will be the core of post-genomic sci-
ences. The central theme of the 2009 IUPS Con-
gress will be“Function of Life: Elements and Inte-
gration”. We are planning to put the highest impor-
tance to the main Congress. Satellite meetings in
Japan and neighboring Asian countries will be en-
couraged in order to promote close interaction be-
tween participants of specific research fields.
Merging the Annual Meeting of the Physiological
Society of Japan with IUPS will ensure active par-
ticipation by members of PSJ. Also merging with
Annual Meetings of other societies with related sci-
entific disciplines is also being considered. The
Local Program Committee will share the responsi-
bility for organization and the quality of the scien-
tific program with the International Program Com-
mittee.

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS

The Physiological Society of Japan will take the

total fiscal responsibility for the congress.
The discounted fee for early registration will
be set at JP¥35,000 (equivalent to US$300 at
the current rate) and for students will be set at
JP¥10,000 (equivalent to US$85). Accommo-
dation in Kyoto is ample (over 3,000 rooms in
more than 30 hotels) and the room charge is
reasonable (single room charge ranging from
JP¥20,000 for the most luxurious hotel to



JP¥6,800 for economical one). Rough estima-
tion of the total budget will be ¥170 Million
(US$1.45 Million) including registration fee of
approximately ¥123 Million (2900 delegates,
100 accompanying persons and 600 students).
The Physiological Society of Japan will exe-
cute its maximum effort to raise funds to sup-
port young investigators from the developing
countries who will be participating in the Con-
gress.
CORE MEMBERS OF THE LOCAL PROGRAM
COMMITTEE AND THE ORGANIZING COM-
MITTEE
a) Local Organizing Committee
Honorary President: Prof. Setsuro Ebashi
Honorary President: Prof. Masao Ito
President: Prof. Akimichi Kaneko
Chairperson of the Program Committee:
Prof. Yoshihisa Kurachi
Treasurer: Prof. Satoshi Kurihara

Secretary: Prof. Yasunobu Okada
Members: Prof. Toshinori Hongo
Prof. Taketoshi Ono
Prof. Katsuhiko Mikoshiba
Prof. Tadaharu Tsumoto

b) Program Committee

Chairperson:

Prof. Yoshihisa Kurachi (Cardiac Physiology)
Members:

Prof. Osamu Matsuo (Blood)

Prof. Kenichi Honma (Environmental)

Prof. Yoshio Maruyama (Channel)

Prof. Harunori Ohmori (Sensory)

Prof. Yasuji Miyashita (Higher Nervous System)

Prof. Hideyuki Okano (Neurogenesis)

Sincerely yours,

Toshinori Hongo, MD.
President, The Physiological Society of Japan
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