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Dan said: “l think Dr. Pappenheimer's difficulty
may be that he can’'t see any teleology behind the
superficial receptors. 1 think 1 might be able to
supply it because 1 don't work in this field.” This
was greeted with laughter, which Dan intended, and
to which he responded with : .

“1 think the point would be that if you had cells,
whose activity is increased by COj;, detecting the
CO; concentration in their own locality, you would
have a positive feedback system which would be
undesirable in this situation”. This caused a long
silence, the audience being DUMBFOUNDED. Dan’s
next question, "Was that plain?”, was followed by
quiet laughter. 1 remember that dumbfounded silence
very well. Everyone seemed to know that Dan had
raised a fundamental point of general physiological
interest, but few were shrewd enough to grasp it.
The chairman’s comment that “You have created a
silence” released tension into an explosion of loud
laughter.
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